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PROMIBETED SY LAN.  THE REPRODVCTION CF THIS FORN 14 PRONI®ITED,

S

1. Jumber in Sinklanc: The Tungan race of 3inkieng is elso referred to both in 3inkiang and
in English-language texts on that province as Tung-kan, Dungan, Kan-hui (Kansu Moham-
medens), or just Mu:. Aocording to & 1941 survey, they numbered 92,146, or slightly
over 2,,4% of the te%ml population of Sinkiang.

2. W—Eﬁﬂ.ﬂﬁ&k“ The true origln of the name Tungan has never been determined.
Some cleim that it is of Turkic origin and that the obscure meaning of the word may be
"The Returners®, denoting that in meving into Sinkieng they wers refurning toward their
land of origin. Others claim that the name is of Russian origin; mesning "Moharmeden
Offenders of the EasiY, or just "Offenders of the East®. Thls theory is obviouely
insorreet. It ls known, however; that the Russlans in Tsarlst timep slways caose
to call these Chinere Moslems "Dungans® and so made 1t the most widely used name.

3. Hlsiory.of ihe Fane: As with the origin of the name; the orligin of the psopla them
aselves 1s scmewhat vague. Tungan legends claim thet they are the descendants of
mercenary troops from Inner Asia who assisted Jenghls Khan in his congues® of China
and who later settled down in Kansu, Ningsia, Shensi and Tsinghal ahd tcok Cninese
wives. Thus, when in the eighteenth century a number of them were moved westward iunto
Sivkiang by the Manchu Emperor Ch'ien-lung, *they were sald %o be returning toward
their anclent homes. later other groups of Tungans, mostly from Kansu Froviase.
gouzht refuge in Sinkiang as the aftermath of Moslem uprisings in the norihwesgsern
part of China propsr. The result of hostility between the Chinese mnd Tungena w.ibthia
Sinkiang, has cfien been the arrival of Tungan reinforcements from outside ths province.
In every perioc of insurrection, when war bands of Tungans from Kansu, Ningsia. Shemsi,
or Tginghai, have invaded Sinkiang, the Tungans of Sinkiang have risen fo joia ihem.
They consider esch other not only coreligionists but kinsmen. Together they aave
not only fought the Chinece, but massacred whole communities. When, on the other hand,
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the Chinese received reinforcements they were equally savage in their repression
of the Tungans. The record in bloodiness was set by the armies of Tso Chung-ifang
in 1862 to 1874. When his armies took Uighur towns, surrender was usually a>cepted
without massacre because Uighurs were regarded es only polltical rebels. When
they defested Tungens, however, they massacrcd women and children, as wel. &s ued,
beceuse these conounities were regarded as not only politicel rebels but treitors
to the Chinese blood.

4o Lapguages The Tungans use the Mandarin diaslect of the Chinese language and their
customs, save in religious matters, show few departures from the normal. .Illiteracy
is especially high among the Tungans because such scholerly incentives as exist
among them consist mainly of acquiring the ability to read the Koran ir Arabic.

5. Religion: The Tungans belong to the Sunni s=ct of the Islamic faith. They we
meticulous in observing the least detail of the ritual which priests prescribe.
Careful instruction is given to the young in the teachings of the Koran aw: the
various ceremonies which the Prophet enjoined. The Tungans read the K-rza in
Arabic and always, as a matter of courtesy, refer to the Buddhisti fai:. s “ihe
Great Religion" while their own they speak of as "The Smaller Religion®. secause
they are such religious fanatics, disputes concerning the interpretaticn i the °
Koran are frequent; as is always the case with over-zeslous believers. T:ms they
tend to split up into sects, which leads to endless strife. The influenea of
Islam on the status of Tungen women eppears Lo be less stringent, thay genarally
enjoy more freecdom then thelr sisters in Islamic countries of the Near Easu. The
institution of purdeh, for exemple; does not exist among them.

6. Phvalgsl Charscheristios: The facial characteristica of the Tungans are ol a
Mongolold type, but in cheracter they show considersble difference from tn-a ‘hinese
and & close examination of thelr features reveals traces of allen origin. Uhey
are taller, sturdier and of much greater virility than the Chinese. They <en ove
readily identified by their height, flerce and werlike features and the laruiy

 adr with which they walk end generaily condist themselves.

7. Dress: The Tungans dress in noranl Chinese fashion, with the exceptlon of the
hati: Their hats, whether made of fur or the summer tebitelka, are always white
in color, clearly distinguishing them from the Chinese who wear black hata.

8. Concentrationgs Like the Chinese, the Tungasns are to be found in moat of the
citles of Sinkiang. They are, however, chiefly centered around Hami (Qomul),
Kuchengtze (Kitai), Turfen, Urumchi (Tihwa), Suiting; Kuldje (Ining) and Qara
Shahrn%.’fen.ki) Prior to the Moslem uprising of February 1931 to July 1934, aluost
all of the Tungan population of Sinkiang lived north of the Tlem Shan rangs. he
a result of this religious wer, which was led by General Me Chu.‘ag-y:.n, a x&%&l‘i

The Tungans 'bend to isolate themselves from the other peoples of & popu.;a_au area
and live together in separate communitiss. In Sinkiang towns where ihere is a
large Tungan concentration they divide themsslves into fangs, each having Lws wwn
mosque. The fangs uavelly correspond to the province from which thelr meaimes
originated firom.,

50x1 Do Fﬁmdlinﬁz_"fhtﬁl‘ungans live in identical hones *to the Chinese populace ¢ .iusliang.

10. Batine iks: There ere no great differences between the eating habiis of the
Tungans aia the Chinese, save that the Tungans because of thelr religion wiil not
touch pork snd are forbidden to use either itobacco or wine.

11, Qgoupations: Most of the Tungans in Sinkiang are elther merchants or farmars.
They are, however, also quite active in the caravan trade, in the running oi
caravan serais and also in the military forees. As soldiers, gspecielly in the
cavelry, they are outstanding and considered to be the most fearless and fizrcest
of ali Agiatic warriors.
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. ? 1: The Tungens adhers to the dommon Moslem means of greeting one another,
‘i .including the salutation: "Salaam". Saleam means peace, hardly an appropriate
o werd of greeting in view.of their bloody history. : U :

" bs Marplage: A Tungan boy is considered a man at twelve, girls are conaidered
» to be women &t nine. Marriage is entirely controlled by the parents, who
«. ... . glve testimony of the union by grasping hands. The procedure when the time
1 of the wedding errives is fon the bridegroom to ride on horseback tc ciaim
-~ hls brides : R R :
. Co Divorce: Divorce amongst the Tungans is frowned upon and may not be granted
v ...,..without good reason,. An PAhun®, the. lecal priest, inquires inso the truth of
.+ 'the hugband's ‘complaint and his decision becomes mandatory. The terms of the
o property. settlement are-also left entirely to the judgment and decision of the

.da - Burisl Riteg: When a Tungan-dies, his corpse 1s lald out:fully dressed and
+ . covered by & white sheet.. ;A-"bathpond"™ is then prepered nesrby and a professional
-+ "yasher of the dead" comes at cockcrow to begin the ritual. . He first washes
" his hands. and then disrcbes the-body before placing it in the pool. Another
.. white cloth is draped about the lower limbs dwring the process and imcense
©i.1s.burned while water and sveet clls are applied to the flesh of the corpae.
Reclad in clean undergarments, the body is then swathed in white bandages.
© Burial takes place within three days of the death, no coffin being used.
... Mourners and attendants. wear white. . i

Good Qualities: Most of the Tungans in Sinkleng are prosperous and indusiricus
folke ' They rise with the sun and retire at the hour of its setting. - They live
a frugel, ascetic life and it is .a confirmed racial. characteristic to save money.
Complete financlal independence is thelr idea of honor, to beg is their deepest
sheme. No matter how poor, they always have some small fund in reserve for an
. emergency eand it is a tribute to thelr well-regulated lives that they live to
a great age. R \
14. DBad Qualitiess While it 1s impossible not to respect the Tungans for their
. notable. virtues, it cannoct be denied that their religious intolerance is a
source of continual trouble .and bloodshed in Sinklang. Conservatisn and.
iselation are traditionsl among them and they hold .aloof from their fellow mea.

13.

15. Summary: Tungan soclety is even stronger in clan loyalty than the Chinese
sociotﬁ The principle that well-to-do members of a clen have a responsibility
for the 'welfare of their poorer distent relatives, astwell as edvaniages over

. them, is given a heightened authority among Tungans by the feeling that they
" must keep their ranks closed.. In times .of civil war, Tungan war-lords are able
‘ o .combine militery discipline snd community. loyalty.. They are not merely troops
. and officers; but olansmen end shieftains, Often what starts as a Mosiem peasant
- uprising le taken over by Tungan landlords and converted into a movement to expand
the whole Moslem community against non=Moslem communities. Despite the fact thai
_ths Tungens have been able to close ranks with the other Moslem pecples of Sinklang
. during religious wars, they have always falled to establish enything more than
temporary alliances with their coreligionists. There does not seem the slightest
prospect of their ever mettling down for they are not reached by the forces of
. progress and despite their trading interest, they remain a race spart.
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